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1 John, iv. 17. 


Herein is cur Love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judg- 
ment: because ashe is, so are we in this world. 
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Tus Apostle states, that “God is Love.” Though shrouded in 
his thick pavilion aud incomprehensible in his majesty, he is per- 
ceptible to us in that amiable complacency and regard as he is the 
fountain of that heavenly feeling of delight, whence arise tender- 
uess, compassion, and the perfection of benevolence, flowing in 
rich and inexhaustible streams from his own attributes. Love 
isto us, his most interesting attribute, pure, disinterested, perfect 
and unchangeabie: it is his immutable essence and property, and 
it isin this alone, that we may approach him to be as he is. St. 
John tells us “he that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him.” Every thing that is glorious,—every thing thatis holy,— 
every thing that is honourable and good, ceutres in him and forms 
the essence of the divine character. Whatever therefore that is 
good that dwelleth in a man,—inu that degree assimilates him to the 
divine character, and is ia that degree a renewal of that image in 
which God at first creatéd him. But my brethren, let us be care- 
ful to distinguish, what is good, for in that lies much of the decep- 
tion we practise on ourselves, It is too much the habit of the 
world to mingle or pervert this term, often will they call evil 
good and good, evil, for What is really deserving of that name 
of good, they have not the, natural discernment to discover. We 
arein a state that is imperfect, and all that ever is or can be good 
inus, is derived from God alone, amd thus he is said to “dwell in 
us,” therefore all that is consistent with God’s character, and that 
emanates from his attributes, communicated to us, is good, and that 
alone—for all that is not derived from that source cannot be good, 
because, it partakes not of his character, which is the only standard 
of what is good, ** God is love” —this love forms / prominent — 
subject in the writings of this Apostle; by its affinity to the divine 
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character and the inferences that he drew from it, we must see a: 
once that it is a love that is heavenly in its nature, itis that pure 
ethereal flame, shed abroad in the hearts of Christians by the Holy 
Spirit, whose source and object, whose strength and fulness js 
spiritual, and unlimited by the boundary of time and sense. In this 
view what excellence is contained in that single word, Love. |; 
is the standard of all law, for it fulfills every duty. When this love 
is the sentiment of the soul, when this moves the true feeling of the 
heart towards our God in his triune reference to us, as the Almigh- 
ty Creator Redeemer and Sanctifier, it is there we shall see the 
truest devotion of that soul, with all its mind and strength, that 
comprises that first and great coumandment. The more pertect 
the love that excites the heart, the more perfect will be the devoted- 
ness, the more pure the worship and service. And again as St. 
Paul says, “Love worketh oo ill,” but best fulfilleth the law of 
the second table—“ love thy neighbour as thyself.” Without this 
love, or true definition of our Christian character, we are, with 
all our professions and with our highest pretensions, but mere 
shadows, as unsubstantial as the sound of brass and the tinkling 
of cymbals. We may be endued with every other Christian grace, 
and yet, saith St. Paul, “shew I unto you a more excellent way,” 
and what does he shew unto us, but, this love or Christian charity, 
We may be expert in scriptural phrases, we may be preachers with 
the tongue of menand angels, nay he says “though I have the 
gift of prophecy, and understood all mysteries, and all knowledge,” 
what is this but acknowledging, that we may be even the most learned 
teachers and expounders of the scriptures, we may, in short, have 
every thing in theory, but if we have not this one grace of the 
Spirit, Christian charity, we are nothing, Observe again, “and 
though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give 
my body to be burned, and have not charity.” Surely there must 
be something peculiar in this divine portion, how distinct from the 
worldly conception of charity. | may givé all my goods, I may 
grant away all my possessions, leaving myself without substance 
like the poor widow at the treasury; nay ] may even sacrifice my 
life and yet not have this property of God, this Christian charity: 
This is the Apostle’s arguinent; will the world believe it? What 
with this sacrifice of my wealth, my time, my convenieace, cal 
1 not procure evidence from every one around that I am liberal in 
distributing of my means? Shull itthen be even hinted, that I have 
not charity? It is not our words alone, my brethren, it is the 
plain declaration of the Apostle. You may do all this and much 
more also, and yet not possess this grace of God called Christian 
charity. This charity, this gift of God, is a movement of the sou! 
far more excellent than this: the charity or the love of a Christian 
must soar far above all this. Let me remind you of the liberal ali 
of the Pharisees, all this may be the effect of sordid and selfish 
considerations--ambition, vanity and pride, have reached to this, 
like the merchant with his adventure sending all afloat, but it ts!" 
the expectation of some return or profit, it would be inconsistent 
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call it charity, so this is committed to adventure, with the expecta- 
tiov of some return in popularity, or reputation, the good report of 
the world or other selfish gratification, but rises not so high as love 
to God or pure love to man, therefore, is not Ciristian charity. 
The love that warms the Cliristian’s breast having its arigin from 
heaven, is not confined to these outward acts, they are not to be 
omitted, but they are not estimated as amounting to this excellent 
gift of heaven—-they are all-earthly considerations and without 
proceeding to the other they reach to nothing of a heavenly na- 
ture. Christian charity can exist only with the heart that is meek, 
mild, unsuspecting, forbearing, forgiving, as weil as benevolent. 
Emanating from God it is filled with loveliness throughout, daily 
progressing in couformity to the image and character of God, 
though the man may want the means or the opportunity for a 
single exhibition of the other ostentatious acts. Christian love is 
so intimately connected with the deity, that it partakes of his un- 
changeable and immortal nature. ‘* Charity never faileth” for in 
the regions of eternal felicity this purtion will survive and shine 
more glorious in immortal splendour, Other gifts may cease, for 
what are now the objects of our faith will then be the experience 
of our happy enjoyment, aud hope will be emerged into reality, 
but this highest gift constitutes the source ofa never-failing felicity 
that will crown all in the eternal bonds of union and harmony even 
there. Itwas of this fount of love, that this Apostle had so richly 
imbibed, he had drank deep while he lived in sweet iutimacy with 
our Lord, and he above the others, was more communicative of this 
blessed affection in svlicitous efforts to aid its growth and nurture 
in the hearts of others. How admirably does its influence manifest 
itselfin all his communications to the household of faith, and it is 
thus he directs them in the mode to increase it by the words which 
we have now before us “* herein is our love made perfect, that we 
may have boldness in the day of judgment, because as he is, so are 
we in this world.” Herein shall we nourish and enlarge this 
blessed and immortal property of heaven, by being “as he is,” by 
bearing more of the image of him who has thus set us the glorious 
standard and example. Our love, my brethren, will be perfected 
by our constant aim at imitating our Saviour and Lord, that “as he is” 
the “ God of love,” so we may be in this world—-partaking, however 
distantly and feebly, some portion of that most excellent grace 
while yet we are inhabitants of this vale. It is then, when most 
exercised that we shall obtain a strong evidence of our participating 
in the properties of heaven. “ Hereby know we that we dwell in 
him and he in us, because he has given us of his spirit” and it is 
then we shall have this holy and just confidence which will sustain 
us at that approaching grand and awful day, “that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment,” we see then what should be 
ouraim “‘ as he is so are we to be in this world.” 

That Christ was our great exemplar in every thing, is not the doubt 
among us, my brethren, who have assembled on this occasion. In all 
things he was perfect, shewing us a way, whereby, sinners as we are, 
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we may yet find remission and acceptance, and whereby we may ye 
attain everlasting life in his presence. Christ was in particular a pat. 
tern to us, in abstraction from a worldly mind, in a holy and benevo- 
lent disposition, in a holy zeal for God, and in this love and Christian 
charity; and upon this last as most suitable for our present occasioy 
and being the point to which our text chiefly refers, permit me more 
particularly to extend my remarks. 

The love of Christ, what an inexhaustible theme ! How shall we. 
with our limited capacities atte:npt to scan the heigth or the depth of 
the love of Christ—-a theme that has excited the desire of angels above, 
toeontemplate. What is in the power of our minds? Can we form an 
adequate conception of the vast the boundless felicity and glory that 
he enjoyed with the Father before all worlds?) How then can we 
conceive the extent of that humiliation, that could veil this incom- 
prehensible glory of the Godhead, in the form of a servant, to take 
upon him our human nature and become like one of us, children of 
infirmity, sorrow and trouble. Is it not too wonderful for our 
minds? It is here we begin to learn to admire and adore that 
truly distingushed feature, Love, It was love in all the fulness of 
benevolent and compassionate tenderness that drew him from the 
throne of majesty and eternal glory, that supported him through 
the trying scenes of persecution and cruelty;in a life of labour and 
poverty; and finally engaged him to undergo the tortures of a pain- 
ful deah. The bright pattern of his love shines through every 
scene of his painful journey. There, my brethren, it is broughi 
more immediately within our reach and comprehension—our God 
is more accessible for our imitation. There, view the mode and 
the objects for the fullest display ef this heavenly gift. View, well 
the objects of our Saviour’s love, wide and general, as the necessity 
and the willingness of the sufferer to be relieved, were they mani- 
fested. He came to heal the sick, and to save that was lost, 
he came to call the sinners to repentance—his objects were not 
only of his own house or town, for he went about doing good; be 
did not confine his blessings; he did not wait till they should come 
to him to make their necessities known. He sought them. His 
expansive love was not bounded by self or any thoughts of trouble 
or convenience; it was only bounded where perverseness or invete- 
rate prejudices would not accept of relief; thus we find him i 
some places lamenting that he could do no good, ‘ Ye will uo 
come unto me that ye may be healed.” Whenever there was 4 
object that would receive, without a furthur question it was done. 
But, observe, my brethren his love was not confined to tempore 
benefits. The more important object of his love was to ditluse 
that holy light that he had brought into the world. The world !ay 
in adeplorable spiritual darkness, and in bondage to wickedness 
and sin: it was principally this that had excited the powerful move 
ment of his compassion and benevolence. Here was an evil o! the 
greatest magnitude, that was bringing destruction upon a benigh: 
ed world, that was accumulating misery upon misery and wretched- 
ness extreme; and this evil could not be arrested but by the meae 
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he came to offer. To effect this, he brought the good tidings, de- 
liverance to the captives, feeedom to the prisoners of Satan, and 
this gospel tothe poor. Here, then, Was the chief object, for which 
he laboured with painful steps and weariness of frome. He sought 
to enlighten and to save these as the objects of his coinpassion and 
hislove. Even while sinuers, he yet loved us, and gave his soul a 
ransom for many. My brethren do ye not perceive that this pre- 
sents something that we may attain. Here we may approach his 
unchangeable character: as he was, as he is, ever solicitous ta this 
object of his love, so may we bein this world, By his providences 
and by his grace, he is daily thanifesting the same love to the souls 
of men, and he has the same desire to retrieve the miserable state of 
those who know not the gospel; raising up by his Spirit, societies 
and instruments, whereby that love may be accomplished. If we 
then are followers and disciples of him, what is more evident, than 
this duty? Ashe is, so should we be in this world. The same 
objects exist now, as formerly, before his presence ou earth. Some 
are fed with the bread from heaven, but there are others, oh my 
brethren, how large is the number, even in this State, that are still 
reaping up wretchedness and wo, to whom this word is unknown, 
and to whom this bread has not been presented; who are barren aud 
parched up, not knowing the way to the living waters; to whom 
the present time is a scene of wandering error or hardened iniquity, 
and to whom the future holds not a ray of light to enliven the 
dreary path to the grave; no comfort, no support for this state, nor 
knowledge, nora hope beyond it. Are these too far removed from 
the solicitude of him, who left not this world till he had given this 
injunction-—*Go ye unto all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature ?”” 

May we not interpret the language of your hearts in contemplating 
this love, to say that we rejoice in the opportunity that we 
may thus conform--as he is, so are we in this world. God per- 
inits this state to continue even in this enlightened age, for 
this among other purposes,-that “herein our love may be made 
perfect, that we may not be without boldness in the day of judg- 
ment.” Is not this love a most excellent thing? More to be de- 
sired than fine gold: it is a disposition that grows and expands by 
the exercise, till it raises us to the “stature of Christ.” The same 
objects are permitted to exist, to court our imitation though in our 
humble spheres. If all were clothed, if all were filled, would not 
the love grow cold and indifferent for the want of healthful exer- 
cise; but as the temporal objects remain, to give an opportunity for 
the fruits of faith, so the spiritual objects, more abundant yet, that 
“our love may be made perfect.” 

If the question arises “‘how ure we to do this?” We have 
been equally favoured with the example of our Lord in the 
mode. He neglected not the temporal relief sought; but to 
counteract the source of distress, the root of evil, the source 
of woes, the entailing of the misery, thus to relieve more 
effeccually the moral evils; he sought to influence the soul, and re- 
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duce that, to the enlightening principles of the gospel; he refused 
not his svlicitude to abate the pains of the surface, but he soug)r to 
administer a more effectual remedy in the cure of the heart, and the 
change of the inner man; for, asthis object is effected, the others 
lesseti or disappear. Here then we have an appropriate example 
for ourselves. While we may never neglect the temporal benciits 
of others, let us be more peculiarly solicitous to impart spiritual 
benefits; knowing this, that all that is temporal is transitory, and 
the pressure is only for a season, whereas the benefits of the other 
are eternal. 

Let us meet also another inquiry Is it given to all to have the 
opportunity of aiding the spiritual advancement of another? jj 
are not preachers and expounders of the gospel. This we 
admit, but can you not aid those who are? Can you not aid 
those societies, who ask but a small portion from-your abundance, 
atrifle from your superfluity to aid them——w hile they devote tieir 
time and solicitude to procure these means and instruments, for the 
accomplishing this great object of a Saviour’s love? The aim of 
the Society for whom I plead, is more especially directed to relieve 
the spiritual necessities of our own State--to carry that message of 
a Saviour’s love, by the Bible, the tracts and its messengers, where 
the feet of ove perhaps never yet trod, or the sound has never 
reached, or perhaps bas reached, but encumbered with errors and 
notions of human invention, calculated, as we believe, fatally to mis- 
lead. We despise not the efforts of others, but in the spirit of 
charity we prefer oyr own, asthe path that has been trodden in suc- 
cession from those to whum the commission was first given. Here 
then is the object you can reach, though notin person or in voice, 
yet with the means that God has placed within your power, your 
counsel and your substance. Let not the efforts,so benevoleutly 
designed, languish in futile entreaties, for these means, which you 
will surely not preferco the regard and love of God, “We love hin” 
saith this Apostle “ «cause he first loved us,” he gave himseli for 
us, we cannot return this obligation to the Lord who bought us, but 
we can return this love by relieving those whom he hath placed be- 
fore us as objects on whom .to exercise this love for him. Wil 
any hesitate? Behold what an.advantage is hére held out to you. 
Who would withhold the things of this world that to-day may be 
his but to-morrow may be seattered he knows not where, in the face 
ofthis gracious promise, “that we may have boldness in the day o! 
judgment?” Too often this awful day is discarded from the 
thought, but itis armed with impending danger that will some day. 
awfully retaliate the contempt of the unbeliever; but knowing the 
terrors of the Lord fain would we persuade all men to be reconcile 
to God. He who will not fear now, is an object of our pity, but 
his unbelief can “not make the word of. God of none effect.” The 
time will come that will shake the stoutest heart, but you may dis- 
arm it of its terrors. Would you reverse this alarm, and anticipate 
the triumphant joys of those “who love the Lord at his appearing: 
would you change the foreboding terrors of a culprit at this bar, 
bere you have offered the means of a holy confidence, the expec!* 
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tion of a son, if you have the mind of Christ. If we are in this 
world as he is, that is, possessed of his spirit and disposition, filled 
by the same active influence of heavenly love, we are then in his 
‘mage and shall have “boldness in the day of judgment,” it will 
be no terror, it will bring no distress, for “to die is gain.” The 
sting of death is sin, but thanks be to “God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ,” for Christ hath redeemed 
usfrom sip. Shall.I then need to plead this, as our peculiar cause 
my beloved friends? It is surely also for yoursakes, it is your 
uwn benefit? Itis the cause of your love, the only return you can 
make for the love of your Redeemer, not alone he that died for you 


and shed his blood that you might be healed; it is for the love of 


that Redeemer, that is now seated, as your ever living interces- 
sion to plead for you. He who now beholds your hearts and in- 
tents; from whom the fallacy of the usual pleas of inability and 
want of means, cannot be concealed, he now calls upon you to 
remember “the poor ye have always with you, to transfer your 
acknowledgment of the love for him unto these objects, that are 
always with you,” as the proofs of that love with which you are 
actuated. Their spiritual necesssity, is now the object that we beg 
youto consider. Observe the extensive opportunity of this Society. 
Oh that you might believe our report, that you could hear the 
pressing solicitations, that it so’often distresses our hearts to deny ; 
the want of Ministers, the want of those administrations that 
would soften their afflictions, and console them in their troubles 
and perplexities, and reflect what a little from each gifted brother, 
would relieve; a little spared from your abundance, would cause 
this Society to flourish, and the hearts of many to rejoice. While 
the Saviour, and our advocate im Heaven would approve the effort, 
however humble the amount, that manifested the regard that was 
paid to his injunction, ‘‘ A new commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another: as I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another.” We have attempted to shew you the nature of the love 
as he was, and as he is. And God grant that thus you may be in 
this world: his love was boundless to you, surely itis not by a little 
that you will measure ont your love forhim. What can youdo better, 
than thus to lay up treasures in Heaven, for what is thus bestowed is 
but lent unto the Lord. What can you do better after the real 
Wants of nature in your several stations are supplied? Is it to lay 
up stores for family and friends?) The Lord is mighty and his arm 
18 not shortened that it cannot save, be will be a father to the 
fatherless, and a husband’to the widow, but it is, of them that love 
him. What can you do better, than to show your love to him in 
the way he has taught. Think of the numbers, that thus may be 
benefited, and surely you will not withhold from your abundance, 
you will devise liberal things. ‘* What ye do then, do heartily, as 
'o the Lord and not to man.” . And God be with you. 
—— 


4 Whole congregations, where the worship is ezie mpore, have been prayed into 7 
Genial of « the Lord who bought them” before they dreamed of departing from ile 
‘aith once delivered to the Saints. ; 
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Funeral Sermon on the death of [April 


POR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


Lictract from a Sermon preached on the Sunday after the death of 
the Kev. Edward Rutledge. 


He was born, and passed the greater part of his life, in this dio- 
cese. At anearly age he contemplated the sacred ministry, as the 
calling to which he would devote his life, being encouraged there. 
to, it is believed, by one who loved him as if he were a youuger 
brother, the late Rector* of St. Philip’s Church, Charleston. His 
connections, talents and education, the best which our country af- 
forded, and whose advantages he diligently improved, opened to him 
the path of worldly honour. But he preferred the honour that com- 
eth from God. And if there have been any disposed to doubt that 
he made a wise choice, who doubts it now? Soon after the institu- 
tion of our General Theological Seminary, he entered it as a stu- 
dent, and when found qualified to be admitted to the * holy order 
of deacons,” was ordained by Bishop Brownell, of Connecticut, ix 
which diocese our Seminary then was, and whose especial esteem 
and regard he soon gained, and ever retained. 

His first parish was that of St. Thomas and St. Denis, in our 
neighbourhood, in which he ministered for a few years very ac- 
ceptably. Had it suited him to make our diocese his permanen 
home, he would no doubt have occtfpied a large sphere of useful- 
ness in it, and his removal was the occasion of deep and lasting re- 
gret to the members of the Church in general, and to his brethren 
of the Clergy in particular, by whom he was eminently respected 
and beloved. Indeed his benevolent countenance, his obliging dis- 
position, lis winning deportment, his affability, his sincerity and 
earnestness of manner and solid sense in the exercises of the pul- 
pit, and above all the Christian virtues which shone in his life, ren- 
dered him a general favourite. There is no diocese, in which he 
was the least known, that would not have welcomed, and regarded 
as a blessing, his being enrolled among its Ciergy. Considerations, 
it 1s understood, of a domestic nature, induced him to have lis 
home at the North, and after having faithfully and usefully served 
the parish of Stratford, Connecticut, (a-place celebrated iu our ec- 
clesiastical annals, as the scene of the ministrations of some of our 
most distinguished Clergyinen, and in particular of the emioent 
Dr. Samuel Johnson, first President of King’s College, New-York.) 
he was called to the very important station of Professor of Mora 
Philesophy, in the University of Pennsylvania. In addition to the 
opportunities which this office afforded for inculcating Christian 
principles, and forming good habits in a very interesting portion o 
the youth of our country, he was engaged almost every Sunday - 
those duties which were more proper to the “ sacred ministry, © 
ficiating gratuitously for some destitute congregation, or to accoll- 
modate a brother Clergyman. He had not been long connecte 
with this University, when he was invited, under circumstances the 


* J.D. Simons. 
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most gratifying to his feelings, to the Presidency of Transylvania 
College, Lexington, Kentucky, which appointment he declined. 
The most satisfactory evidences of the estimation in which he 
was held, are afforded by the public expression of regret on the 

art of the officers of the University, and the token of affection* 
presented by his pupils, on the occasion of his being compelled by 
ill health to resign. 

Whale faithfully filling his own proper sphere of action, he found 
time to prepare for the press, two volumes on subjects in interesting 
harmony with the practical and benevolent tenor of his life. To 
make ecclesiastical history more inviting, (by excluding its details) 
and in particular that branch of it in which the members of our 
Church are especially interested, was the benevolent and pious de- 
sign of the * History of the Church of England, being principally 
an abridgement of Grant’s.”’ His other work was the “ Family 
Altar, consisting of prayers for family worship, and for the sick 
and the mourner, with practical reflections on select portions of 
the New Testament.” In the preface he remarks: “ Irreligion 
and infidelity still prevail to a melancholy extent, and luke- 
warmness is still most awfully retarding the progress of the 
Gospel. Nominal disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ burden 
every section of the Church, and vital piety does not flourish 
toa degree at all proportioned to the advantages enjoyed. The 
individual who now offers this volume to the public, indulges 
the hope, that in so doing, he may accomplish something to- 
wards introducing into thefamilies under his pastoral care, and others, 
the more extensive practice of family devotion, a powerful means of 
remedying the evils above alluded to. Having found in his own 
domestic circle, the value of a good selection of prayers for morn- 
ing and evening—and having tested the effect of some practical 
comment on the chapter or chapters read from Scripture for the in- 
struction of his household, he is induced to offer to his Christian 
brethren, what he deems a valuable aid in drawing nigh to God, and 
is hearing his holy word. Every head of a family will find great 
good resulting, trom herein reading the particular application attach- 
ed to the portion oj the New Testament, which may be selected for 
the instruction of his house, at morning and evening: every Chris- 
tian may be benefited by making these reflections the companion of 
his or her private study, and every one who visits the sick, may find, 
from the index, suitable passages and accompanying practical re- 
marks, for the purpose of rousing, encouraging and cheering the 
hearts of those whose couch they approach in the spirit of love.” 

The intellectual merit of this work consists chiefly in selecting 
the most appropriate portions of Holy Scripture, they being arrang- 
ed as in a harmony, and in the choice of suitable prayers. But as 
his object was the advancement of religion, and not of his reputation 


* An article of Plate. 
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106 Funeral Sermon on the death { April, 
as an author, he preferred to republish the ‘‘ practical reflections” 
of a highly approved scriptural commentator, rather than to offe; 
any thing original. The endeavour to awaken attention to the 
much neglected duty of family prayer and instruction has recently 
been made by two eminent Bishops of the Church ot England, and 
op a plan remarkably similar to that of the work now referred to. 
[allude to the “ Manual of Family Prayers,” edited by the presen 
Bishop of London, and “A practical exposition of two of the 
Gospels, in the form of lectures, intended to assist the practice of 
domestic instruction and devotion,” by the present Bishop of Ches- 
ter. 

Besides several contributions to our religious periodicals, I know 
of no other publication of our friend, but the very interesting Ser- 
mon on the occasion of the death of the Rev. Mr. Chase, over 
whom he watched, during a. protracted illness, with the tenderness 
and solicitude of a brother, (aided by the generous hospitality of 
one who acted a mother’s part to the sick stranger,) and to whose 
memory he paid a just and feeling tribute, adapted to arrest the at- 
tention of the young on the all important subjects of early piety, 
and orthodox views of the Gospel. 

In the midst of such useful occupations, in the prime of life, not 
having lived half the period allotted to our race, and blessed with 
a vigorous constitution, disease, like a strong man armed, (as he re- 
marked,) came upon him, and in a few months finished his work— 
a merciful providence having permitted him first to return to his na- 
tive land, and the bosom of affectionate relatives. He had much time 
to look at death steadily in the face. And he did so, notwithstanding 
the many ties of life, in the spirit of a Christian hero. He spoke 
of the event with the utmost composure, declared that he had ne 
anxiety respecting the support of his family ; and a friend having 
adverted to the peculiarity of his disease as affecting the mind in 4 
less degree than other diseases, he emphatically remarked, to have 
the heart right is the all important matter. His end was emineut!y 
peaceful. ‘ Behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace* 

In the loss of one whose services and example were so valuable 
to the Church and the community, these are our consolations—* The 
Lord reigneth.” He is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 
He has promised to provide forhis cause on the earth. He can and 
will raise up instruments to carry on his work, and fulfil his pur 
poses of wisdom and mercy. As it respects the departed, we have the 
hope, which a Christian life only can supply, that our loss is his ga'% 
that the day of death to him was better than the day of his birth; 
and, to use his own remark on the occasion of the death of a Chris: 
tian, we pity not the de id, but the survivors. He has been remove 
by a wisdom which penetrates the future, and discerns the thous" 
and intents of the heart; a wisdom which does all things well. [nb- 
nite Mercy and Power preside, and they can and will overrule @! 
events for the highest good of those who love God. a 

Let his example teach us how much native denevolence, oF ¥" 
is commonly called “ the milk of human kindness,” is s™pre'™ 
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when cultivated on Christian principles, under the influence of di- 
vine grace. Good will to man, separated from the Gospel, is as the 
bud or the early dawn, but by Christian culture, it becomes as the 
full blown flower, or the sun in his meridian glory. 

In his life we see that it is possible to mingle in general society, 
in that degree which the being useful renders necessary, without par- 
ticipating in its sinful pursuits and pleasures, or being contaminated 
by the prevailing atmosphere—that piety and virtue, if there be no 
counteracting quality, usually attract human favour, for “ a good 
name is better than precious ointment,” and our blessed Lord grew 
in favour as with God so also with men, but however this may be, a 
pious and virtuous character is the most honourable in the sight of 
infinite wisdom, and it@lone can give “a man peace at the last.” 
Let us be followers of him so far as he was of Christ. ‘* Remember 
them who have spoken to you the word of God: whose faith follow, 
considering the end of their conversation: Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and forever.” 

Let his early departure remind us that “ honourable age is not 
that which standeth in length of time, northatis measured by num- 
ber of years. But wisdom isthe gray hair unto men, and an uns 
spotted life is old age.”” He whoa pleases God and is beloved of him, 
is often translated from living among sinners. ‘* Yea speedily is he 
taken away, lest that wickedness should alter his understanding, or 
deceit beguile his soul.” 

Farewell, my brother! We may not meet until the resurrection of 
the just, but memory will often present thy image to our mental vis- 
ion, and admonish us to be kind, tender-hearted, courteous, and 
comparatively indifferent to the continuance of the life that now is, 
and to its vain enjoyments, while we are supremely solicitous that 
our course may end (as we trust thine has) with joy; and that we 
may “fulfil the ministry which we have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the Gospel of the grace of God.” 


————— 


RELIGIOUS MEETING AT ST. HELENA, 

The following article was inclosed to us by a very respectable 
pious member of our Church, with a request, that, should we think 
it better “that the readers of our publication should receive no in- 
formation on the subject of revivals—a sentiment appearing to have 
been general among the Clergy in Convention, when they rejected 
the application for a committee of inquiry—we would oblige him 
by forwarding it to the editor of the Philadelphia Recorder.” We 
really think our esteemed correspondent much in the wrong in stat- 
ing, that the motion for “a committee of inquiry,” on the subject of 
the late revivals in some parts of the State, was rejected by the €ler- 
£y, because they thought it best that the people of our Church 
should have no information on the subject. The Laity as well as the 
Clergy in Convention, after receiving all the information that a 
committee could give, rejected the motion for such a committee, 
we believe, from a widely different considerauon. A committee of 
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inquiry, by their report, would, it was obvious to most persons, bring 
before the Convention, not merely information of what had taken 
ace at scenes called revivals, but matter for discussion, not suita- 
ble for the Convention, in the shape of questions already known to 
carry in their very nature, interminable and irreconcileable opposi- 
tions of opinion. It wasto prevent distraction and discord there- 
fore, and, the probable if not certain result, unchristian feelings, 
that the Clergy thought it advisable (we give their sentiments as far 
as we know them, as well as those of Lay Delegates) not to euter- 
tain the subject of revivals at all, as a subject of the deliberation of 
the Convention. We sincerely think the decision to have been right 
and proper. : ‘ 

We insert the paper inclosed to us on the,subject, not of course 
because we coincide in its views, or think it in any degree likely 
either to instruct or please any who may read it. It seems to us at 
the same time, obligatory, that we should accompany it with some 
remarks, principally in correction of error in point of fact, into 
which the young men, whom we understand to have been the au- 
thors of it, seem, in several particulars, to have been betrayed. With 
the argument of the piece we sball not interfere. We would de- 
prive our readers of none of the benefit it may be calculated to af- 
ford them. 

* The sanction of many of our Bishops ” to four.days meetings, 
we have never heard of. In this particular our young friends are 
probably mistaken. In the next place, ‘** Saul of Tarsus” was not 
converted at a four day’s meeting; and we really think it a much 
more serious error than these well disposed young persons are 
aware, to adduce the case of this great miracle of grace, wrought in 
the age of miracles, with a view to the propagation of the gospel 
among the Gentiles, as an example from which encouragement may 
be taken to believe in the special presence of the Holy Spirit, in 
scenes such as our correspondents describe. Our young friends are 
next in error, in their account of the four days meeting or more, on 
St. Helena. Four Clergymen did not meet there, with a view to 
this business. Threedid. The fourth was there by encouragement 
given him to expect that, as one wanting a situation, he might be 
appointed, on visiting the Island, to fill the vacancy which bad tak- 
en pluce inthe Church there. This fourth Clergyman, both before his 
visit to St. Helena, on this occasion, and on his return from it, ex- 
pressed to one, whose information in the case is unquestionable au- 
thority with us, his decided disapprubation of such modes of pro- 
ceeding, except under circumstances implying the necessity of some 
extraordinary action, in order to the recovery of the minds of a 
cougregation to that degree of interest in religious things, which 
would lead to the adoption of measures to reinstate the minister 1" 
their vacant Church. One, moreover, of the three other ministers, 
expressed, at the time of the Convention, his entire disapprobation 
of the manner in which things at this meeting were conducted. 

We will only add, that we are not prepared to recognize as 0M 
of the good effects of “ revivals,” the encouragement which ver) 
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young and inexperienced persons derive from them, to enter upon 
the discussion of disputed questions of theology, and correct “the 
miserable errors” of those who not subscribing to their notions, 
are “ guilty of the presumption of bringing the Almighty’s acts,” 
(the very mistake, by the way, of the revivalists,) “‘ to their stand- 
ard of right and wrong.” 

We sincerely hope that these amiable young persons will perse- 
vere in the pursuit of the course, so far as it may be right, of relie 
gious faith and duty on which they have, partly as the result of pa- 
rental precept and example, and partly of the influence of these 
meetings, been led toenter. They will of course excuse us in ten- 
dering the advice, that, as neophytes, they cultivate the docile hu- 
mility that becomes them—and not basteu to be persuaded by any in- 
fluence, either within them or without, that they have already ‘* more 
understanding than their teachers.”” Much reading is requisite to 
their sound confirmation in the good part which they have chosen. 
The subject on which they have thought it well for them to enlight- 
en the Church, they will yet, no doubt, admit to be probably better 
understood by others, who, however they may dissent from their 
opinions, have had better opportunity than they, of forming correct 
ones, on subjects connected with the interests of religion and the 
Church. Eprrors. 


Extract from a Letter, dated 


** Beaurort, February, 1832. 

“Atthe present period, there exists throughout the Episcopal 
Church in Carolina, a strong prejudice against what are usually de- 
uominated four days meetings, From what this arises we well 
know. Meetings of such a nature have sometimes been conducted 
under circumstances by no means favourable to true religion. . We 
all acknowledge that every thing which may injure the cause of 
Christ, should be carefully avoided: but alas! the Church, in guard- 
ing against one extreme, has fallen into another, and formal cold- 
ness now exists, where misguided zeal once predominated. 

“ On ordinary occasions, after hearing the morning and evening 
service of the Church, how often do we return home, with a deep 
conviction on our minds, of the utter helplessness and depravity of 
human nature, and with many a resolution to seck out the way of 
salvation, The majority of us, we apprehend, have been in this 
situation; and where, by the end of the ensuing week, are all these 
determinations? The next Sabbath only causes emotions, which 
again subside in the routine of worldly business. But in meetings 
of this kind, the case is far different. The arguments which per- 
haps excited us but little, because heard at various times and after 
long intervals, are all concentrated to one point, and urged with an 
earnestness which very few can withstand. A Jasting impression is 
made, and they, who not being converts, are yet anxious inquirers, 
and have determined, by the grace of God, to become all that is re- 
quired of them, generally show, by their after fruits, that not onls 
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* Paul hath planted and Apollos watered, but God hath given tie 
increase, 

‘“‘It has been urged against these meetings, that the impressivy 
though powerful at the time, is not lasting, and this argument is di. 
rected principally against the young. ‘T'o this we answer, No 
from our own knowledge, No. But allowing that some do overcome 
their impressions, and fall away, what does this prove? That like 
all human means, it is not universally successful. It is evident that 
a vast majority become zealous Christians, and that those who fal| 
away, are mere exceptions to the general rule. Nut to mention the 
sanction of many of our bishops and other shining lights in the 
Church, what other proof can we wish of the efficacy of sudden 
conversions than the example of Saul of Tarsus. Besides, we 
would suggest to those who say that all conversion must be gradu- 
al, to examine the conclusion to which their doctrine leads. Con- 
version, or the justification of a sinner, is the work of God, not of 
men. It is therefore perfect in itself, and may be instantaneous as 
well as gradual. Now mark the miserable error into which they 
fall who require all conversions tv correspond to their preconceived 
opinions. They are guilty of the presumption of bringing the Al- 
mighty’s ects to their standard of right and wrong. 

* Every man in the Union who regards the signs of the times, 
must have observed the almost miraculous manifestations of the di- 
vine influence during the past year. We hear of revivals through- 
out the country and particularly in the Southern States. This 
neighbourhood bas already been remarkably blessed during the sum- 
mer and autumn; and, as if to encourage Christjans to renewed 
exertion, God has graciously commenced another year with an ex- 
hibition of that mercy, which will be shown to all whoask. The 
adjoining island of St. Helena has just been the scene of a revival, 
an account of which we now transmit 

** The success which had attended the weak prayers, and stil! 
weaker faith of our people, encouraged four of the neighbouring 
Episcopal Clergymen to hold a meeting of four days on that island, 
for the purpose of re-establishing the Episcopal Church, which had 
at that time no minister and half a dozen communicants. The 
weather was so unfavourable at the commencement, that the atten- 
dance was very limited. This induced the ministers to continue the 
meeting four days longer, at the request of the congregation. A 
party of zealous young Christians, however, who attended from this 
place, gave an impetus to the meeting which prepared the minds 
of men to receive the heavenly dove, when it pleased the Father 0! 
Mercies to send it down upon them; upon those who by nature and 
by their own acts were deserving only of eternal death. 

‘It was not until the third day that the meeting became interest 
ing, and the interest increased from that time until the close. Thea 
was the power of God plainly manifested. Then might be seee 
the deep anxiety which was felt in the result: the anxiety of those 
who had friends and relations with their souls at stake: and ol 


those who, being touched by the mercy of God with a conviction 
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sin, were enquiring, “ Men and brethren what shall we doto be 
saved?” Then might you see doubt and hesitation, painted in the 
faces of some who had obtained but a glimmering ray of hope, and 
contrast it with the humble confidence of those, who felt that they 
had made their peace with God. 

“The congregation then dispersed: the converts with bright 
hopes and joyful faces at having escaped destruction: the older 
Christians with new Jove for those who had just claimed fellowship 
with them; and the impenitent sinner with his heart still hardened 
against all offers of mercy. But we trust that even they carried 
away within them, such thoughts as will give them no rest, unti! 
they determine to seek it in that road, whose 


“ Ways are ways of pleasantness, 
And all whose paths are peace.”’ 


“Thus ended this interesting meeting, which was blessed to 
many souls. Its immediate fruits were that twenty-one persons pro- 
fessed that they had experienced a change of heart—that an Epis- 
copal Church has been raised up where before there was none—that 
a minister has already been procured—and that a regenerated con- 
gregation, now supplied with the bread of life, will wake the long 
unbroken gloom of the forest, 


“ With psalms, and hymns, and songs of praise.”’ 


“ We cannot conclude without taking this opportunity of express- 
ing our gratitude to the Clergy, for their zeal and fidelity in the dis- 
charge of their duty, and their kindess and attention to those who 
daily enquired of them the road of salvation; as well as to the in- 
habitants of St. Helena for their true and unlimited hospitality.” 


—__? -- 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


INCIDENTAL EVIDENCES OF THE DEITY OF CHRIST. 


“He,” Jehovah, “‘maketh the storm a calm, sothat the waves 
thereof are still.” Ps. cvii. 29. ‘Thou rulest the raging of the sea: 
when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them.” Ps. Ixxxix. 9. 

“And he,” Jesus Christ, “arose and rebuked the wind; and 
said unto the sea, peace, be still: and the wind ceased, and there 
was a great calm.”’ Mark iv. 39. 

God “treadeth upon the waves of the sea.” Job ix. 8. “And in 
the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went unto them, walking upen 
the sea.” Matt. xiv. 25 Are not these things the manifest attributes 
of Deity? : C. F. 

——— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
“A LAWFUL MINISTER.” 

In the Rubric prefixed to the office of “ Private Baptism of Chil- 
dren,” it is said, ** Let the Minister of the Parish, or, in bis absence, 
any other lawful Minister that can be procured,” &c. Now the 
question arises, who is a lawful Minister in the Protestant Episco- 
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pal Church, according to ecclesiastical custom and usage, as wel! 
as the canons and rubrics? We find the question resolved in the 
preface to the “ Making, Ordaining and Consecrating Bishops, 
Priests and Deacons,” where it is said: ** No man shall be account. 
ed, or takento be a lawful Bishop, or Priest, or Deacon, in this 
Church; or suffered to execute any of the said functions, except he be 
called, tried, examined, aud admitted thereunto, according to the 
form hereafter following, or hath had Episcopal Consecration, or 
Ordination.” Preaching, and praying, in a Church, are certainly, 
“functions” appertaining to the Ministerial office; the question jis 
therefore submitted, whether a person who “hath” not “had Epis- 
copal Ordination,” can be lawfully invited, or permitted to per- 
form, any Ministerial “function” ‘in this Church?” And if not 
would not such invitation, and permission, be a direct “ deviation 
from the rubric of the Church,” within the meaning of “ wilful 
error in religion, or deviation from the rubric of the Church,” ex- 
pressly stated in the LOth Article of the Constitution of the Church 
in this Diocese ? r. F. 
a 
Regeneration and the Testimony of the Spirit; being the substance 
, of two Sermons by the Rev. A. Garden, Rector of St. Philip's; 
preached in said Church. Printed in 1740. 


(Concluded from page 85.) 


Few words are used in Holy Scripture in so many various ac- 
ceptations as the word Spirit; but, besides the first and principal 
one, denoting the third person of the ever-blessed ‘l'rinity, it is 
used more especially in these three. Ist. To signify the nature, 
genius or dispesition of persons or things. 2d. The gospel in 
general, as containing the standing dictates, doctrines, or directions 
of the Spirit. 3d. Itis put for the fruits or effects of it. 

I. ‘he word Spirit is used to signify, the nature, genius, or dis- 
position of persons or things. 

Thus when the disciples would have called for fire from Heaven 
on the Samaritans, in imitation of Elias, Christ tells them, they 
knew not what Spirit they were of. ‘They kuew not, that they 
were not under the legal, but gospel] dispensation. A dispensation 
of quite another nature and genius than that of the law. Under 
the law, they that scoffed at or insulted a prophet, he had commis 
sion to call for wild beasts, or fire from Heaven to destroy them. 
But quite the reverse under the gospel.—They that revile, insult, 
and crucify Christ, are by him prayed for, and commanded to be 
taught, and if possible brought to repentance. He came not to 
destroy men’s lives, but to save them. And agreeably thus also 
the Apostle, in this chapter comparing the legal and gospel dispet- 
sations, calls the oue the Spirit of bondage, and the other of adop- 
tion. He calls the law the Spirit of bondage, it being of such an 
austere, masterly nature or genius, as obliging all under it, to the 
hard performances of circuincisiov, and many other outward rites 
and carnal ordinances, which were not of a moral nature, oF of any 
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intrinsic worth or goodness; and obliging to these, on severe pains 
and penalties: the very condition of bond-servants, do this or be 
beaten; a yoke which could scarce be born. But the gospel he 
calls the Spirit of adoption, as being of a nature and genius .quite 
different, geutle and fatherly ; drawing us with the cords of a man, 
the bands of love and affection; not binding upon us the heavy 
burdens of positive or arbitrary commands, delivered with the ter- 
rors of Mount Sinai, thunderings and lightnings, blackness, dark- 
ness, tempest, and the noise of atrumpet; but affording us tatherly 
counsels or admonitions, by the mouth of the meek and humble Jesus, 
rather advising than commanding us such things as we cannot but 
see and and approve as agreeable to our rational nature, and ne- 
cessary towards our own well being and happiness. And moreover 
promising us aid and assistance in performing them, together 
with the reward of eternal life on the performance. And in this 
sense of the word, ought the apostle to be understood throughout 
this chapter, and particularly in the text, thus accordingly para- 
phrased by the learned Hammond. “And this manner of God's 
dealing with us under the gospel, is a sure evidence to our con- 
sciences on God's part, if our filial obedience bea like evidence on 
ours, that we are more than servants, the highest that legal obedi- 
ence could pretend to, even sons of God.” But, 

2d, The word Spirit is used to denote the gospel in general as con- 
taining the standing dictates, doctrines and declarations of the Spirit. 
Thus the phrases walking in the Spirit, abiding in the Spirit, living 
by the Spirit, being led by the Spirit, &c. is walking, abiding, liv- 
ing, being Jed, in or by the gospel, the standing rules and diree- 
tions of the Spirit. And agreeably, thus witnesseth the Spirit with 
our Spirit, whether we be the cluldren of God; viz. by the testimo- 
ny of the standing laws of the gospel, on the one hand, and that of 
our own consciences, whether we have obeyed or disobeyed them, 
on the other. If on a fair and impartial comparing our lives and 
conversations, with the laws and rules of the gospel, our conscience 
bear witness of the agreement, and that, with St. Paul, in simplici- 
ty and Godly sincerity, we have had our conversation in the world; 
if thus, I say, on the comparison, our conscience testifies a full 
agreement of our lives with the laws and rules of the gospel, the 
gospel testifies and declares, that we are the children of God; but 
ifon such comparing, our conscience testifies the contrary, then 
testifies and declares the gospel, that we are not so. But whereas 
the conformity’ or agreement of our behaviour to the rules of the 
gospel; the dispositions of the heart as well as the works of the 
hands; must derive chiefly from the influences, aid, assistance, or 
co-operation of God’s' Holy Spirit; therefore 

3d, The word Spirit is used to signify the fruits and effects of it. 
Thus it is used in all those passages, in which the Holy Spirit is said 
to be given in measure, or without measure; to be poured out oa 
men; to be quenched, and the like; all which evidently relate, not 
to the person of the Holy Ghost, but to his fruits and effects only. 
GOS. MESS.—VOL. Ix. 15 
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Now inclusive of both the two last senses, consists the testimony of 
the spirit here asserted in the text; and which renders it complete, 
absolute, and certain; and besides which nune mure so, ever was 
given, or shall be given mankind to the end of the world: viz. the 
fruits and effects of the Spirit, faith, repentance, good dispositions 
of the heart, and good works of the hands; compared with, and 
certified by the gospel. For as the dispositions of our hearts, and 
works of our hands, can only appear to be the fruits of the Spirit, 
as they appear agreeable to the laws and rules of the gospel; so 
their appearing thus agreeable, certifies, that they are the genuine 
fruits of the Spirit. 

This, my brethren; this, L say, ever was, now is, and ever will 
be, the most complete, sure, and certain testimony of the Spirit, 
that men can have, with their Spirits, that they are the children of 
God. Such itever waseven to the apostles themselves. For nei- 
ther were the gifts of inspiration and miracles, without the other 
fruits of the Spirit in their lives and conversations, sufficient evi- 
dence, that they were the children of God; but, saith St Paul, I 
keep under my body, (that is, labour, through grace, to subdue my 
carnal lusts and appetites) Jest when I have preached to others 
(notwithstanding all my inspiration and miracles) | myself should 
be a cast-away. ) 

And as this ts the most perfect, sure and certain testimony of thi 
Spirit, so there is no dispute, but every one must be couscious, 
whether, or how far he has, or has not this testimony. And as this 
consciousness may in some sense be called feelings ; let the Methio- 
dists honestly say; either they mean something more, by their 
boasted feelings, than this consciousness, or they donot: If they 
mean something more, then, without rational objective evidence, 
itis but the coustitutronal workings of their own passions; if they 
do not, then is all their affected cant about their feelings, especial- 
ly running them into cloud and darkness, but mere designed trick 
or artifice, wherewith to amuse the populace, and serve some dark 
ends ; because these feelings of conscience, are not only admitted, 
but easily explained and understood by every Christian. For, must 
I uot feel (be conscious) how my heart stauds disposed or inclined 
in all the branches of my Christian daty. whether towards God, my 
neighbour, or myself? Must I not feel (be conscious) whether, 
towards God, I stand disposed to believe in him, to love him with 
all my heart, with all my mind, with all my strength; and in conse- 
quence of this faith and love, to draw near unto him with my wil- 
ling tribute of homage, praise, and thanksgiving, at all times, and 
in all the methods of worship and devotion; te put my whole trus' 
and confidence in him, as my good and bountiful Father, tender 
and compassionate Redeemer, and gracious Sanctifier; to hone.’ 
him in all things, his name, bis word, his ordinances; and in sum, 
to perform all acceptable service to him? 

‘Towards my neighbour; must I not feel, (be coriscious) whether 
I am disposed in my heart, to love him as myself, and to do unt? 
him, as I would, he should do unto me; uot to injure, her, 
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grieve him in word or deed ; have no evil speaking, lying or slan- 
dering on my tongue, no fraud, injustice, or oppression in my bands, 
against him; but on the reverse, to shew him all acts of kindness, 
good nature, charity and beneficence in my power, whether respect- 
iog his soul, his body, goods, or name. . 

‘Towards myself; must I not feel (be conscious) whether I am 
disposed in my heart, to sobriety, temperance and chastity; to 
keep under my body, and bring it into subjection ; subdue its inor- 
dinate lusts and appetites, and refrain from all excess; from rioting 
and drunkenness, chambering and wantonness, aud all manner of 
whoredom and uncleanness ¢ | 

Must I not feel (be conscious of) I say, all these or like good dis- 
positions of my heart? Aud if so, how much more when brought 
forth into action. 

How much more must [ feel, when I actually do believe in God, 
and love him with all my heart and all my soul; when Ut actually do 
draw near unto him whoin thus my soul loveth, and seek his face 
continually, in all the methods of worship and devotion; when I do 
with delight come into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise; am thankful unto him, and speak good of his 
name; when my closet retirements are frequent, and always sweet 
and refreshing; when I prefer his law to all other studies, and 
agreeably meditate on it day and night; and in a word, when his 
hovour and glory is the chief end and aim of all my thoughts, la- 
bours and pursuits? Thus also, how much more must I feel (be 
conscious) when I do actually love my neighbour as myself, doing 
unto him, as | would he should do unto me; when [ have no evil 
speaking, lying, or slander on my tongue; no acts of fraud, injury 
or oppression in my hands, against him; but on the contrary, 
shew him all acts of brotherly kindness, charity and beneficence ; 
when ignorant I instruct him; when in sinful courses, I rebuke 
and admonish him; when hungry I give him meat; when thirsty 
Igive him drink; when naked | clothe him; when a stranger I 
take him in; when sick orin prison, I visit or come unto him; in 
a word, when I have ministered to his wants or necessities, as occa- 
sions offered, and to the best of my pewer? 

Finally, how much more must I feel (be conscious) when I do 
actually keep under my body, and restrain all its inordinate lusts 
and appetites; when I abstain from all carnal excesses; from riot- 
ing and drunkenness, chambering and wantonness, and all sorts 
of laciviousness and uncleanness; and when in all things Lam so- 
ber, chaste, and temperate in my life and conversation? 

Thus, my brethren must not all of us feel or be conscious of these 
and the like good dispositions of our hearts, and works of our 
hands; and moreover all the joys, peace and comforts that natural- 
ly result from these? O what peace have they that love thy law! 
My rejoicing is this, saith St. Paul, even the testimony of a good 
conscience. As we must all necessarily feel, or be conscious of 
these, so let us know assuredly, that they are not the produce of 
flesh and blood, but of the Spirit of our heavenly Father, aiding, 
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assisting, and co-operating with us; and therefore his sure and cer- 
tain testimony, that we are the children of God. 

Now, if these fruits and effects be the alone certain ordinary tes- 
timony of the Spirit; and our feelings or consciousness of these 
(viz. the good dispositions of our hearts, and agreeable conduct of 
our lives, together with the joy, peace and satisfaction, of mind, 
thence naturally arising) be the only true feelings of his ordinary 
influences or operations; if these things be so, as according to the 
scriptures, they manifestly are; then what can our modern teachers 
mean, when they talk of impulses, motions and impressions, liken- 
ed to pulsations of an artery, to hot water, or the motions of a fetus 
in the womb? If they mean the same as we have now taught, then 
why will they talk in another, or rather in an unknown tongue! 
This can but puzzle and amuse, and therefore can be of no good 
design. If their meaning be different, it can be known, I dare say, 
only by themselves; nor otherwise by themselves (as they offer no sort 
of rational proof or evidence) than as men know the meaning of their 
own fancies or the reveries of a disordered imagination. Would they 
be content quietly to enjoy their own feelings, no ove would disturb 
them inthe enjoyment; butif they will be running about the world with 
their feelings, aad telling us, that, though they cannot explain or 
make us conceive them, we must yet have the same feelings in our- 
selves, or we cannot be saved; and if to objections made tothis, or any 
other of their doctrines, they will only reply, that their motto is, 
answer him nota word; this | conceive to be vot only amusing, 
but insulting of mankind, instead ef teaching them. 

What opinions soever mep.may have to offer, which they con- 
ceive of importance in matters of religion; if they will offer them 
with common modesty, (notto say Christian humility) submit them 
to a fair_trial or examination, and according to the Apostle’s rule, be 
ready always to render the reasons of them with meekness and fear; 
they not only ought, bnt will always be heard aud considered by all 
sober and serious Christians. But if instead of this, they will be 
throwing out their opinions with sibylline rage and tury, running 
a muck (if! may so speak) on mankind with them, and cramming 
them down their throats with anathemas, Well and damnation at the 
end of them on all that will not implicitly receive them; in this 
case, | sav, be we sure, that such are either men of enthusiastic 
heads, or einissaries of Rome. ‘This were easy to demonstrate, but 
I chuse to detain you no longer, than to expostulate a few things 
concerning your tumultuous assemblies, preacher,* and doctrines. 

What went you out, my brethren, to see, or rather to hear? Avy 
new gospel, or wessuge from heaven? Why, no; but the old on 
explained and taught in a new and better manner. But what ar 
the doctrines you have heard thus taught and éxplained?) Why th 
dectrines of cegeneracion; of the gift of the Holy Ghost, or t 
Spirit withia ; and of justification by faith only. 


*® Whitefield. 
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As tothe doctrine of regeneration you have now heard it, as con- 
tained 10 the Scriptures, in the various phrase s, born anew; born 
of God; sons or children @f God; the new man; a vew creature, 
&e. and taught by the Christian Church in all ages; viz. that it is 
awork of the Holy Spirit, commencing wore especialiy in our 
baptism, or entering into the gospel cor enant, (by which infants are 
regenerate and fitted for the kingdom ot Hea en) and thence CO 


operating with us, until we arrive at the measure of the stature of 


the fulness of Christ. —Thus, L say, you have heard this doctrine 
now taught and explained; but in. another or diflerent, though vot 
new manver, you have heard it from your fameus preacher. In 
another and different manner, I say, though not new, but the same 
with other modern enthusiasts, you have heard it taught by him, 
viz. not asa work of the Holy Spirit, regenerating infants in their 
baptism, bor as co-operating, aiding or assisting only in the future 
course of our Christian warfare: but ws an absolute, immediate, in- 
stantaneous work, darted in upon us like aflash of lightning, as 
upon St. Paul; enlightening the understanding, influencing the 
will, the affections and inclinations, and in a word changing the 
whole man into a new creature, in the twinkhog of an eye, or a mo- 
wentoftime. You have heard this doctrine vehemently asserted; but 
how bave you heard it proved or maintained?) You have been 
amused with the miraculous conversions of St. Paul, Zaccheus, 
the jailor, and the penitent.thief? But what are they to the pur- 
pose? Can any good inference be drawn from those extraordinary 
miraculous cases, to what must be the ordinary and common case 
of all Christians? No, my brethren, such inference would be idle 
and absurd; nor may Christians now-a-days conelude, that because 
St. Paul or any others, were converted in a miraculous or extraor- 
dinary manner, that therefore, that of their own conversion also 
inust be the same; no more than ordinary Ministers of the Church 
may conclude, that because the Apostles were endued with the gift 
of tongues, they must therefore be enducd with the same also. 
But what farther proofs or arguments were oficred by your preach- 
er, in support of this doctrine?) Why, proofs aud arguments are all 
carnal things: he is sure the doctrine is true, he knows it, he feels it, 
and they are all damned who will not-believe it; and if these will 
hot do, you may go look for proofs and arguments where you can 
tnd then; he is a special messenger sent forth from God, and there- 
fore not bound to give proofs or reasons of his messege. 
Moreover you have farther heard, that in this wo:k of regenera- 
‘on we are eutirely passive, as mere machines under the haud of 
‘we maker; can do nothing in 1 or towards it, more or less, of any 
‘ort or degree whatsoever. Now in this case, suppose one of you 
£0 to this gentleman and ask him; “Sir what must I do to be 
saved t I find myself an uuregenerate person; without regenera- 
— I cannot be saved; what then in such case must | do to be 
“aved * Must he not answer, “ Tinat the question Was inpertinent, 
al ” had already taught you, that you can do nothing at all : 
§ that cau avail towards the work of your regeneration, with- 
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out which you cannot be saved?” Should he bid yeu, * fas: ,,, 
pray, or read the Scriptures, or frequent the ordinances of God, ) 
give alms, &c.,” all these are works; aud therefore bidding you dy 
these as of any avail, would be an express contradiction to ‘bis doe. 
trine. 

Beware, my brethren, this is an arrant jumble of contradictio, 
and coufusion, either calculated by a Romish emissary, to distryc: 
and coufound weak minds; or fhe produce of a warm, frantic, ey. 
thusinstic brain, We know that: Rome has her seed and harvey 
missionaries, Her seedsmen sow infidelity and enthusiasm, to djs. 
tress and unsettle weak minds, often todistraction; and then appear 
the harvest-men, to heal their wounds, and gather them home into 
the bosom of their, mother, from whom they had gone astray. Bu: 
to judge mast favourably in the present case, and that the preacher 
is honest and in ea: nest, heis certainly got iuto the wilds of enthu- 
siasm. Will he defend his doctrines? No. Will he reason wih 
you, or rationally answer your objections? No. How then? Why, 
he has the Spirit, and that must answer all objections. If a may 
comes to me and tells me, “ That he is come from God to assure 
me, that next Friday I shall appear at the bar of Christ ;” if he wil 
raise any one from the dead, or give sight to one that was born 
blind, | will believe him: but if on my demanding the credentials 
of his mission, he should only tell me of certain inward motions, 
impulses or feelings he had of the Spirit, | should neglect the mes 
sage and pity the man. Alas! my brethren, we have had enough 
of such pretenders and pretensions to the Spirit! ,Look back to th: 
Oliverian days—what ruin and desolation such pretenders broug)it 
upon the kingdom! How did’ they swarm throughout the nation’ 
A parliament—even an army all saints, preachers, spiritual and re- 
generate meu! And yet, alas, how were they divided and subdivid- 
ed by the Spirit into a thousand sects, sorts and divisions, tll no- 
thing but confusion, asa cloud, covered the whole face of the laud. 

Beware, therefore, my brethren, of such pretensions—of the oi 
story over again! How intoxicating, how fascinating things ar 
an agreeable voice and manner of speaking! The only excellen- 
cies of this preacher. Take these away—put his discoarses into 
the mouth of an ordinary speaker, I dare say, no one would | 
out of his way to hear them. 

'_ Inthis particular therefore my brethren be on your guard. 

fer not your passions to be moved, but as your minds are instruct: 
ed; and run not aw ay with the agrevable voice of the preacher it 
your ears, for the soundness of his doctrine in your understandings. 

And the God of all grace, who hath called us to his eternal glo’ 
by Jesus Christ, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you 
To whom be Glory and Dominion forever and ever. . Amen. 

ee 

** Placing activity so far above truth that the latter has been u® 
dervalued, some have seemed to think, that regard for abstract tret! 
might have done very well for our fathers, but is too old fashioneé 
for the present age of activity.” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
REVIVALS.—An E£xztract. 


The regular, silent gradual changes, effected through the instru- 
mentality of the ordinary and appointed means of grace, are com- 
monly much more real, scriptural, and lasting, and therefore more 
tobe desired than those which occur in a season of excitement. 
Where such times are expected by a people, those even who are 
seriously disposed are apt to wait for such an occasion, as if God, 
were not always ready. Others who have not been made religious 
at these times aré apt to be discouraged and so hardened, because 
they imagine that if they did not succeed then, they have no hope 
of succeeding in common times. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MFSSFNGER. 


CONSTITUTION AND CANONS OF THE CHURCIL 


Messrs Editors.—As the Constitution and Canons of our Church, 
ve either not conveniently accessible, or else not read by all those 
whom they concern, permit me to request thé publication of an ar- 
ticle from the former, and of two Canons. It is true ** Neminem 
excusat ignorantia legis,” yetevery friend of orderand man of prin- 
ciple, must regret the violation of Chufch rules and Ordination 
vows, whether with or'without excuse. AN OBSERVER. 

Article X. of the Constitution of the Church in South Carolina. 
Trial of a Clergyman. 

Wilful error in religion, or deviation from the Rubrie of the Church ; 
charges of viciousness of life, and disorderly behaviour, may be exhib- 
ited against a Clergyman to the State Convention; and on clear and 
sullicient proof thereof, by viva voce evidence, on oath duly adminis- 
tered in the Convention, or by a commiission to take such, duly exe- 
cuted, such Clergyman shall be pronounced guilty, or not guilty, as the 
Couvention shall determine ; and the Bishop shall proceed to admon- 
ish, censure, suspeud, or degrade such Clergyman, as in his judgment, 
‘he nature of the case, or the usages, or interest, of the Church may 
require. And he shall, in the name of the Convention, inform the 
Vestry, or Congregation of the Church, in which such Minister is 
“Meiating at the time, of such censure, suspension, or degradation. 

CANON XXXIV. — Of the use of the Book of Common Prayer. 

(Substantially the same as the tenth Canon of 1789—Journals, p. 96.7 

Every Minister shall, before all sermons and lectures, and on all 
other occasions of public worship, use the Book of Common Prayer, 
wy same is or may be established by the authority of the Gene- 
a ~cevention of this Church. And in performing said service, no 

‘er prayer shall be used than those prescribed, by the said book. 


CANON XXXV.--Of the officiating of Persons not Ministers of this 


, Church. 
(Nearly the same as the fifth Canon of 1792—Journals, p. 129. ] 


h » person shall be permitted to officiate in any congregation of 
‘s “fureh, without first producing the evidences of his being a 
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papers 4s may be convenient. 
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Minister thereof to the Minister, or, in ease of vacaney or absenc, 

to the Church-wardens, Vestrymen, or Trustees of the Congregn. 
And in case any person not regularly ordained shal! assum 
the ministerial offiee, and perform any of the duties thereof ip this 
Church, the Minister, or, in case of vacancy or absence, the Chureh. 
wardens, Vestrymen, or Trustees of the congregation where sych 
Offence may be committed, shall cause the name of such person. 
together with the offence, to be published in as many of the publi 






























‘The trump that tells of triumphs won 
Sends its clear note on high, 

And proudly in the morning sun 
The battle banners fly. 

And Israel's hosts in pride retutn 
From oif the blood-stained sod, 

While fires on every altar burp 
To Israel's mighty God. 


The fertile vales rejoice, 
To Him who gave the victory 
“ The floods lit up their voice ” 
And proudly at his people's head 
The valiant Je pathah comes ; 


To free their hearths and homes. 
His right arm bath been bold to dare, 
For One hath been his guide, 


Hath never turned aside. 

One, who from out the desert stone 
Forthem made streams to flow, 
And bade along their pathway lone 

The lighted pillar glow. 


W hat tribute shall the victor yield 
Unto the Kaye of Kings, 

Who safely trom the battle field 
His chosen army brings! 

The first fruit ot the purple vine? 
The crop the fig-tree-boasts! 

** A nobler offering be mine 
Unto the Lord of Hosts.” 

Thus the rash Jephthah spoke aloud 
« Let him, the first of, all 





A sacred victim fall!” 


Glad, grateful hymns ascend on high— 


Strength from above his sword has sped 


Who trom the vorce ot [srael’s prayer, 


, 
’ 


Who from the gates to meet us crowd, 


* These lines were Written “ a few weeks befere she was summoned to that sleep -_ 
not awaken,” by the lady whose obituary is at the end of this number of the Crospel Messeng 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


JEPHTHAH.* 


A band of youthful maidens tai: 
Come torth to meet the King, 
‘They send sweet music on the air, 

| And cosily gifts they bring. 

And lovely at their bead appears, 
With more than queenly grace, 

‘The prop of his declining years, 
The pride of Jephthah’s race. 

She who in childhoods sunny prime 

| Sate on his purent knee, — 

And learned to lisp her infant rhyme 


' . . 
| And Yaugh ia sportive glee. 





‘But he hath spoken, and the vow 
Is registered on high, 

And she who comes in beauty now 
To meet his smile, must die! 

'The single blossom of his hearth, 
The cherished and the dear,— 

(To mourning now is changed their mirt! 

| The glad smile to a tear. 

‘And well may Israel’s daughters weep 

| O'’er her their fairest, taken 

So early to a dreamless sleep 

| Whiel morn may not awaken. 


‘And what, alas! are triumphs wen, 
And what is human praise 

To him who, childless and alone, 
Wears out the lingering days! 

[he voice whose tones were clear ane 


} SWeer 
| As melody of old, 
Will never now his ear to greet 


Its tale of love untold 


|Honours and Fame are idols dear 


In pleasure’s reign of power, 


‘But all earth's incense fa.is to chee! 


The heart through one dark hour 
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FOR THE GOSPFL MESSENGER. 


ON THE RECENT DEATH OF AN ESTEEMED CLERGYMAN.* 
The turf presses lightly where his relicks,In youth, and in manhood, the same ar 


repose ; dent friend, 

"Tis thine favoured Richmondt the dear To all alike courteous—with no selfish 
spot to inclose, end, 

There friendship, affection,and love shall The servant of God—yet free from pre- 
repair, tence, 

{nd the heart big with sorrow, find relief He added knowledge to virtue, and to 


in a tear. | both common sense. 


The Church in the distance, that o’erlooks Ob, to those at a distance, away from his 





thy green fields, home, 
The yeomen whose labours arich harvest Who shall bear the sad tidings, of sor- 
yields, rows to come? 
The mansion where daily—prayer, like|' Who soothe the keen anguish of her he 
inceuse arose, lov’d best, 
Shall continue for ages to renew our woes./Or those children whom late to his bosom 
he prest. 
Though affection no tribute to his memo. 
“ry pay, Undismay’d, and unmov'd, see him heave 
Or the muse bring her offering of one sim his last breath, 
le lay, How calm and serene in the struggles of 
{fno marble shall mark the spot where death, 
he lies On the wings of a seraph. then soaring 
The love that we bore him, Oh, that ne- above, 
ver dies. To join in the song of Redemption and 
Love. M.T.C. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCH. 


St. Stephen’s Chapel.—On Sunday Evening March 4th, a Ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Taylor, in aid of this Mission- 
ary institution. The collection amounted to $51 and it is under- 
stood will be applied towards the enclosing of the burial ground, 
which has recently been purchased for this congregation. 

St. Philip’s School.—T he building intended for this purpose, hav- 
ing been fitted up, was opened on Friday the 2d of March. After 
divine service, and an address in the Church, many of the congre- 
gation visited the rooms, and the schools were assembled in them 
on the Sunday following. 


id 


Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina.— 
From the 22d annual report we learn that 8 congregations have 
been assisted in the support of their ministers during the year, 
that there have been distributed 4 bibles, 60 prayer books and a 
large number of useful tracts, as Jerram on infant baptism, Protes- 
tant not guilty of misrepresentation, Andrew’s Devotions, Dehon on 
confirmation, Magee on the Unitarian scheme, &c., and, that the 


* The Rev. Edward Rutledge. ' The family country reat 
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library has been enlarged by valuable books purchased in England 
aud now contains 1771 volumes, besides the lute Rev. Dr. Pure: |)'s 
library of 546 volumes. There have been added only 4 life aud 
2 annual members.* Four Churches only have had collections to 
aid it, and the amount thus obtained was $322. 

The Missionary at Camden says “ Grace Church is built of brick, 
somewhat in the Gothic style, measures GL feet in length by 36 feer 
in width, and will contain 46 pews. In the course of two montis, 
from the present date, it is expected to be finished. The Vestry 
and Wardens believe that the Church, when completed, will hav: 
an accession of members, and that it will be adequately sustained.” 
The Missionary at St. Andrew’s says ‘* the negroes are numerous in 
my Parish, and | have ever felt that the duty of giving them sound 
Christian instruction is among the most solemn and imperative of 
all my responsibilities. Their owners, without whose consent | 
would do nothing, have, without a single exception, seconded wy 
wishes.”” The Missionary at Christ Church says “1 could greatly 
benefit the Church here, by adopting the plan of visiting a parish- 
loner on Sunday afternoon and giving a lecture at his house: [1 
would afford his servants an opportunity of being taught their duty 
to God and man and tend to make them more happy in their obedi- 
ence to him. Besides, it would bring them out more freely to 
Church in the morning, and make them more obedient to civil 
goverament, as well as to domestic discipline. Last year I had 
about 70 or 80 black persons to meet at the vestry-room before the 
services commenced in the Church.” 


Diocese of South-Carolina.—The Journal of the 44th annual 
Convention, informs us, in addition to the particulars in our last 
number, that “there is due to the Fund for defraying the expenses 
of the Convention, the sum of $804. This accumulation of arrears 
is, probably, owing to the fact, that several of the country Parishes 
have frequently been for years, without a Lay-Delegation in the 
Convention. The arrears thus remain unpaid, and, in many instan- 
ces, now amount to considerable sums. If these arrears could be 
collected, and the future payments of $5 annually be regularly 
made, a fund would soon be raised sufficient to defray the expenses 
of the Convention, without any further contribution. 

“The Committee, therefore, respectfully submit the following 
Resolution: That the Treasurer be directed to send the Report 
of the Committee to such of the Parishes as are in arrears [0 
the Convention Fund, informing them of the amount which they 
severally owe, and requesting them to pay the same, as soon as may be 
convenient.” It appears the Bishop Dehon scholarship fund amoun’s 
to #3933, 88, and the Bishop Bowen scholarship fund to sixol, 
the Bishop’s permanent fund to 810554, On motion of Mr. Jervey 


. . . ; : qa. 
* The Board view with regret the smal! number of annual subscribers on!) 1% 


of whom scarcely one half are paying members, most of these are of Charieston 
Some parishes have none, and these which have, number very few. 
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Resolved that the Delegates to this Convention be requested to 
bring to the notice of their respective Vestries, the necessity of 
miking provision to defray the arrears due by them severally to 
the Bishop’s Common Fund; and that the notice from the Secre- 
tury, by instruction in ix30, be repeated to such Churches as are 
not represented in the Couvention. 

Extracts from the parochial reports, “ St. Philips-Our ‘*Sun- 
day School Society’ have recently purchased a building for the use 
of the Schools, in which the Library will be placed, and the meet- 
inzs of our Societies, and a week day school may be held. Itis a 
four-story house, containing eight rooms, situated on Philadelphia 
street, to he east of the Church, and conveniently accessible to and 
from the same, by a paved walk. A charter of incorporation has 
been obtained, to enable the Society to hold this property; to meet 
the paymeut for which, they rely altogether on the liberality of the 
members of the congregation; some of whom have led the way 
generously. It is reasonubly hoped, that by these measures, our 
Sunday Schools will be enlarged, and rendered more efficient, and 
while the incoveniences of having them in the Church are obviated, 
we trust, that, as the building is so contiguous, the useful associa- 
tions connected with the scenes of the sanctuary will be retained.” 

St. Paul’s,—lte debts have been entirely paid; and there is now 
an income fully adequate to all its wants. A choir has been form- 
ed, which has greatly improved the singing; and the responses are 
more audible and more generally made. * * * * The Sunday 
School continues to prosper, and is now under the superintendence 
of a gentlemen who is a Candidate for the Ministry, and whose re- 
nunciation of a lucrative practice at the bar, for this holy office, 
gives us reason to hope that, under God’s blessing, he will be a 
zealous and useful instrument in aiding to diffuse sound, religious 
knowledge, in this portion of the Saviour’s vineyard. 

Beaufort,--Service is held exclusively for the negroes every Sun- 
day night, is well attended, and highly encouraging. Upon the 
subject of the religious instruction of the slaves, there is amongst 
my people a deep and growing interest. According to a late ar- 
rangement, the planters themselves, every Lord’s day, visit and 
instruct the slaves on the neighbouring plantations. During the 
last year and particularly the last few months, religion bas made a 
very decided progress in my congregation. 

St. John’s Berkley.—Every other Sunday, I continue to go from 
Strawberry Chapel to Limerick, Mrs. B.’s place, where I hold the 
evening service, and instruct the people of colour as usual; and I 
flatter myself, with some good effect. Mrs. B. generally attends 
with her family. A similar arrangement bas been made with Mr. 
FP. A. F. Every other Sunday, I am to go to his plantation, to hold 
the evening service, and to instruct his people. 

St. John’s Colleton,--The “Church in this parish has been en- 
larged and improved, by an addition of twenty new pews. A parish 
library has also been established, under fovourable auspices, and 
the Rector has no doubt of its being found decidedly and extensive- 
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ly useful. The Children ofthe Parish have as usual been catechised 
at their respective Schools, and from house to house, as opportunity 
offered. 

Christ Church,—It is to be regretted, that many others who pro- 
fess to be Episcopalians, never come near us; and it is to be sup- 
posed, that they who neglect the worship of God in his house, will 
also neglect to worship him at home. 

St. Luke’s,--During the past year, 57 persons (51 white, 6 co- 
loured) have been added to the Communion. Four Communicants 
have been removed by death. The Sunday School has been con- 
tinued; and an association has been formed, for the religious in- 
struction of the slave population of the Parish. 

Columbia, vacant,— They expressed themselves deeply anxious 
for the regular ministrations of a Pastor. Located at the seat of 
government, and in the immediate vicinity of the College, this 
Church occupies a very commanding station in the Diocese. Its 
moral influence over the religious character of students, who may 
partake of its worship, as well as the highly interesting charge ot 
those who more immediately compose its fold, render its pastoral! 
office as important as it is eligible. 

('‘laremont,—I! have to lament that the lukewarmness and indiffe- 
rence, noticed in a former report, still continues toa painful degree. 
I endeavoured, during the past year, to form a Bible Class, but the 
effort proved unsuccessful. Occasional instruction has been given, 
as heretofore, to the people of colour. 

Prince William’s,—In July, a new Church was erected in 
M‘Phersonville, the pine-Jand settlement. The Parish is in a more 
prosperous state at present, than it has been since it was re-establish- 
ed, and its prospects more encouraging than ever. 

Camden,—The Church will contain 46 pews, and a gallery for 
an organ. From the advanced state of the work, it is probable 
that the building will be ready for use before the period specified in 
the contract. he ladies of the congregation, animated with zeal. 
but in that meek and quiet spirit which is of great price in the sight of 
God, have been organized into a social, Sewing Society, for the 
benefit of the Church. From the proceeds of their industry, they 
have presented $100 to the Building Committee, to be added to the 
subseription list fund; and are in possession of $100 more to be ap- 
propriated to the purchase of an organ. 


Church of Englard.—Within the last 12 years, 168 new Churches 
and Chapels have been built, affording accomodations for 231 307 
persons, including 128,082 free seats for the poor. In addition to 
this, 43 Churches are now in a state of forwardness. 


Roman Catholic Church.—The German Tribune of the 3d of No- 
vember !ust states, that the Chamber of Deputies of Baden, recetvee 
on the 27th of October, a petition signed by 258 Catholic Priests 
prayiog for the abolition of Celibacy. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


New Manual of Private Devotions.—A third edition of this highly useful book, 
has lately been published by Messrs. T. & J. «words in New-York Our readers, 
we trust, are acquainted with its general excellence, and need not to be informed 
of its bigh standing in the Christian community ; indeed, it ought to he in daily use 
in every family. This edition has been “corrected aud enlarged” by the Kight 
Rev. Bishop Ives, of North-Carotina, and has had added to its other useful matier, 
an wteresting Essay, by the late Rev. Richarc Cecil, entitled “a Friendly Visit to 
the House ot Mourning.” Asa book of family and private devotions, it stends 
uorivalled. [ts general subjects are—Prayers for Families; for persons in private, 
for every day in the week; for young persons and servants ; Ejaculations on sever- 
al oceasions ; an Office of Humiliation; an office for the sick ; for women ; tor the 
Holy Communion; Prayers in the Church; Prayers for several occasions; &c. 
We need only to add in Bishop Ives’ own words, tn the advertisement to the work: 
«that the New Manual, in its present form is not exceeded, if equalled, for excel- 
lency, compass, and arrangement of matter, by any book of the kind now extant.” 
This new and very neat edition, ornamented with an engraving. is fur sale at Mr. 

tabcock’s Book Store in King-street. It will be recollected this isthe same work, 
the frst American edition of which was printed in Charleston, 1810, with a recom- 
mendatory advertisement by one of our Clergy. The call for itinduced Mr. Hoff 
to print a second edition in 1625, and we understand copies of the same can be had 
at his Store, Broad-street. 


Essay on the Application of Abstract Reasoning to the Christian Doctrines: origin- 
ally published as an Introduction to ‘ Edwards on the Will.’ By the Author of * Na- 
twrad History of Enthusiasm.’—The object of the ‘ Essay’ is to prove the utter useless- 
ness of the question of * Liberty and Necessity,’ as ordinarily discussed. Ls bewrings 
on Common life; on Theology and Christian Doctrine; onthe Physiology of Man ; 
and on the higher Metaphysics, are severally examined, and shown to be entirely nu- 
eatory. That it is a worthless logomachy, incapable of decision—and if otherwise, 
unsusceptible of application to any practical use, is reduced to moral demonstration. 
This alone were an achievement of no small glory But the clearness with which the 
essayist draws the lines of boundary, first, between the doctrines of Christian faith 
(in other words, theology—the sum of revelation,) and matters on the one hand, of 
physiological disquisition, on the other, of abstract argument; and secondly, be- 
tween the physiology of mind and pure metaphysics. or abstract reasoning on its 
laws and constitution :—these entitle him to lasting gratitude. 

We cannot conceive of a more complete annihilation than Calvanism, as a sys- 
‘em, suffers, from the philosophical discussion in this work, combined with the Serip- 
‘ural argument of Somnex and Waartt y. 

We give the following extract: 

* The Calvinist, spurning the absurdities of Arminian metaphysics, believes that, 
when he has scattered these sopbisms. he has exhausted the subject of human egen- 
cy, and may triumphantly return from the vanquished field to his own theological 
position; nor deems it necessary once to lay aside his high lenses, or to look abroad 
upon human nature as it shows itself to the naked eye of common sense. Then he 
goes to his Bible, cased in metaphysical certainties, and proceeds, without seruple 
or compunction, to apply the crushing engine of dogmatical exposition to all pas- 
‘ages that do not naturally fallin with the abstractions which he has framed to him- 
elf. Meanwhile, men of sense are disgusted, and sceptics glory. How shall these 
evils be remedied !—how, unless by the prevalence of a better—a genuine system 
ot interpretation ? ‘ 

* But even without this better exposition, a great and important reform would 
hontaneously follow from a more vivid persuasion of the reality of the great fects 
iflirmed inthe =criptures Let but the quickening affirmetions of the inspired 
writers be allowed to take effect on the ground of the ordinary motives of human 
_ ; let it bat be believed that the Sox of Gop has come to inform wen (his fel- 
ie by an ineffable condescension.) of » future danger to which all are liable ; 

to impart to them freely a benefit they could never have obtained by their own 
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efforts; and then it will no more seem pertinent or necessary to adjust the ter, 
of this message of mercy to metaphysical subtleties, than it does to do the like wh. 
a friend snatches a friend trom ruin, or when a father bears his children in his ares 
from ascene of perils. How much mischief has arisen from the suppositio:, th»: , 


mystery belongs to the matter of salvation, which waits to be cleared up by )\)\ 


sophy ! 
- Philosophy, it is to be hoped, will at length work its way through its ow. dig. 


culties. But the resuit §@f Christianity, of so happy a success. would simp!» ie, ; 
set in a stronger light the enormous folly of obstructing the course of a momentoy 


practical affair, by the impertinences of learned disputation.” pp. 121-124.—Ch ures. 


The Child's Book on the Soul, Paris 1st & 2d. By Rev. T. H. Gallaudet, late Pry. 


cipal of the American Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb.—No parent, no sponsor, no 
Sunday School, and, we vught to add, no School, for instruction in religion ought 1) 
form a part of the system of all schools, should be without this book. It is not the 
‘ beau ideal’ of a work on religion for very young children, but it comes as near tha: 
excellence as any work we have seen, with the single exception of Dr. Watts’ inimi. 
table Hymns. We cannot recommend Mr. Gallaudet’s attempt better than by firs 
quoting from his preface, and then from the work itself. ; 

Pian of the work: “ Inthe first part of the Child’s Book on the Soul, the author 
stated, that his object was to illustrate and enforce one simple truth, that a child ho 
a soul, distinct from the body, which will survive it, and live forever. In this contin- 
uation of that little book, the inquiry of the child, whither bis soul will go, after his 
body is dead, and who will take care of it, is attempted to be answered. This ay- 
swer leads to the consideration of some collateral topics, growing out of the mein 
one, and intimately connected with it. The two books contain instruction on the 
following subjects: The immateriality and immortality of the Soul—The existence 
of Gop - His not having a body, but being a Spirit—His omniscience—His omni. 
presence—His omnipotence — His eternity—His being the Creator, the Preserver 
and the Governor, of all beings and things—His goodness—His holiness—the tact 
that He has given us a revelation of His will—The leading principle of His mora! 
government,that we must love and obey Him, and do good to others—The sanction: 
of His moral government, in the rewards and punishments of a future state.” 

The separate action of the soul he thus illustrates : 

‘“* Mother. Shut your eyes, and tell me whether my watch isa gold or silver one.— 
Robert. It is a gold one.—M. How do you know so? You do not see my wateh.— 
R. But | can think exactly how it looks.—M. You see i in your spirit, or in your mind 
(Spirit and mind mean the same thing.) You see it with the eyes of your mind 
just as, when you look at the watch, yeu see it with your bodily eyes.—R. May! 
open my eyes, now, mother?—M No, keepthem shat a little longer.—R. [tis very 
hard to do so.—M. I will tie my handkerchief round your head, Robert, and tha 
will make it more easy for you to keep your eyes shut. (Mrs. Stanhope ties ‘ie’ 
handkerchief round Robert's bead. )—R. Now, mother, I cannot see at all, even | 
I wasto try. -M. Well, my son, tell me how your sister Eliza looks.—R It she 
looks as she did this morning, mother, she looks a little pale. Ithink she was no! 
very well. and, perhaps, too, she felt sorry that she was going to leave us.— M. Bu! 
you do not see Eliza, and you could not see her, if your eyes were open.—F_ Bu! 
can think exactly how she looks, mother —M. Can you think exactly how Willem 
Baker looked, when he was alive.—R. Yes, mother, Ican; [see him now, standing 
just as he used to do, sometimes, at his father’s door, when I went to play “ ith him 
—M You see your little sister, then, who is alive, and your little playmate, whos 
dead, equally well, in your mind, or, as we may say, with the eyes of your mind. 


“If, then, you can see in your spirit so many persons and things, it is not dit 
ficult for the Great Gop to see in His Spirit, or, wrth the eyes of His Mind, +! 
the persons and things which He has made, and which He takes care of. As )°" 
can see things, although your bodily eyes are shut ; so Gop can see things, althoug® 
He has no bodily eyes. e sees all persons, and all things. He sees you at all times 
He has always seen you and He will always see you. He sees all you think and 
as well asall youdo. You can hide nothing from Him. God does nol love peop™ 
who do wrong. Fear, then, my son, to do wrong, er to say any thing wrong, a 
feel wrong, or to think wrong. For, remember, God always sees you. | i 
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The objection founded on man’s ignorance of the manner, he thus obviates : 

« R. Leould not think once, how it was, that a piece of iron could make a needle 
come to it, when the needle was some way off, and the iron did not touch it. You 
‘old me about it, but it almost seemed to me, as if it could not be so, it was so difi- 
cult to uuderstand how it could be so.—M. But when I showed you the piece of 
r magnet.) then you found out, that what I said was true.—R&. Yes, mother, 
but though I saw the needle move to the magnet, with ¥ | own eves, still l could 
not understand how it was done, and I do not know now. _ Do you know, mother?— 
M No, my son, donot. And there are a thousand things which I see, and know 
to be trae, but which are very difficult to be understood. God made all (nese things, 
and we must not wonder, then, if there are a great many things about Him, difficult 
to be understood.” pp. 37-33. 

How striking is this passage : 

“M. Uf Gop should only think to have the sun fall down, it would fall down just 
as quick as your hand went to your head, when you thonght, to have it go.—R. 
Would it be as easy for Gop, to think to have the sun fall down, as it is for me, to 
think to have my hand go to my head!—M. Yes: if Gop should think. to have the 
yn, and moon, and stars, and the world, and all the people, and animals, and things 
that are in it, destroyed, they would be destroyed, just as easily and as soon, as you 
can destroy a piece of paper, by throwing it into the fire.”” p. 56. 

How affecting this lesson: 

“ R. Would Gop take care of me, if you should die?’ But U hope you will not, 
mother. —M. But I must, my son; and as lam a good deal older than you, I shall pro- 
vably die before you will. If I do, Gop will take kind care of you, and will be your 
Heavenly Father, as indeed, He now is. You must look up to Him for what you 
want, and think that He will Le betier to you, even than Ihave been.—R_ Iwill try to 
do so, mother, but I shall be very sorry, indeed, wuen you die. I shall not see you 
avy more.—M. Oh! yes, my son, Lhopel shall meet you again in Heaven, and 
that we shall see your father there, and that we shall all be happy together.—R Gop 
isso good to us in this world, mother, thatI am sure, He will make us happy in 
Heaven —M. He will, my son, if we love andobey Him. If we do not, we could 
not be happy, even if Gop should permit us to go to Heaven.” pp. 83-84. 

A more ingenious and satisfactory explanation of the dependence of the body on 
the soul is, probably, not in print: 

“M. What do you suppose, I wear spectacles,sometimes, for?—R. So that you 
can see better.—M. Yes, and in the evening I could not see to read, at all, without 
‘vem. They are like another pair of eyesto me. Now, when Itake my spectacles 

of, and put them in the case, can they see, then?—R. No, mother, it is not your 
‘pectacles that see; it is you that see, through them.—M. Well, Robert, if my eyes 
should be taken out of my head, they could got. see, any more than the spectacles 
can inthe case. And while my eyes are; head, justas when my spectacles 
are on, it is 1 myself; the immaterial someGM@Mg inside of my body; the spirit; the 
wul; which sees things through, or with, my eyes.” pp. 93-94 

We have not extracted from Part Ist, because it is not at hand. The above ex- 
‘racis are a specimen which can hardly fail to invite tothe perusal of the whole 
work, which all ages and classes may do with profit. The questions at the end will 
very mach aid the teacher, in the use of the book, and add to its usefulness. 
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Died, in the eity of New-York, on the 12th of February last, al the early age of 
‘Wweaty years, Mrs S. LP. Smira, the wife of 8. J. Smith, Esq. 
“he was one of those lovely and gifted females whose equal is rarely seen on 
tarth In ber poetical writings, we see an imagination chastened by just views of 
le. She did not wander into the mazes of fancy, and form to herself ideal pic- 
of happiness, with bright visions drawn from earthly grandeur, and the ro- 
mance of earthly feelings—but nature’s eloquence spoke home to her heart, and from 
‘eee did she rise to nature’s Ciod. 
f.. poems written at the age of seventeen, show the native elegance of her in- 
“eels the purity of her feelings; the elevation of her spirit; and ihe mora! and 
M "us habit of ber mind. The gift of genius, as she thus represents it in a “ Father's 
‘rewell,” was given fur high and noble purposes. 
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“ The pride of talent ne’er should swell 
A human bosom—it should dwell 

And still grow on—but never let 

It lead thy spirit to forget 

Who gave the gift of hidden fire, 

And as He gave, will much require.” 

Though gitted. courted, and admired, sentiments like these kept her humble. 4. 
her mind expauded, she was drawn to the Episcopal Church by the beauty and ric’. 
ness of its Liturgy, and the warm but chastened worship it claims from ils member, 
She sougtt it tor herself; and within its hallowed precincts, she soon alter dedics. 
ted to the service ot the Saviour, ber first and only child. 

iler fine imagivation and rare intellect, she was now training to nobler objects 
and her heart and her talents, bad she lived, would have been laid at the foot ot : 
cross. Hut she was ripening fer still higher glory. God saw her sincerity—j!, 
saw that she would persevere—and in mercy spared her the bitter trials of {ol|uw. 
ing her Saviour through “ mach tribulation.” 

At the early age of twenty—rich in the sweets of conjugal and maternal love— 
caressed, beloved, and admired—the world fair and all betore her—she was «i. 
denly summoned, by a violentiliness, tothe tomb. She knew she must die. Bu 
the arms of Mercy strengthened her—the smile of Omnipotence beamed upon her 
—she was calm and resigned to her Father's will, She said, *‘ her lite hai been a 
short but haopy one ;”’ and in the beginning of the joysof earth, she gently closed 
her eyes, to open them on the joys of Heaven. 


Departed this life, on the 12th of March, aged 33 years and 4 months, the Rev. 
Evwarp Ruti+nee, late a Professor of Moral Philosophy, in the University o: 
Pennsylvania. He was buried in the family cemetery, in St. John’s Parish, tier. 
ley, and, by his own request, the Rector of said Parish, made an address, with « 
special view to the spiritual benefit of the slaves, who united with relatives aod 
friends in paying the last tribute of grateful and affectionate hearts. 

Sor 
Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity w 
South- Carolina. 


The Librarian acknowledges the following donations :— 


By the Rev. Henry Gibbes.—Thoughts on the Anglican and American Ang 
Churches, by John Bristed, Counsellor at Law. 8vo. N. Y 1622 Quarterly Ke- 
view No. 37, 8vo. Archdale’s description of the Province of Carolina. > 
Lond. 1707, re printed by A. E. Miller, Charleston 1322. Milner’s briet summe 
ry of the history and doctrines of the Holy Scriptures. 12mo. N.Y. Io2)) 

By the Rev. Dr. Datcho.—Gospel Melodies and other occasional Poems, by A- 
bert A. Muller. 12mo. Charleston, 1525. 

cxnnetiiiiee 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
CONSECRATIONS. 

Churches consecrated to the Christian worship of Almighty God:— 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen Bishop of the P. E. Church in South-Caroline:— 
Sheldon Chapel, M‘Phersonville, on Tuesday March 20. 1832. -. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. B. T. Onderdonk, Bishop of the P. E. Church in New- Yor’ 
The Chapel of St. Peter's Church in New York, on Saturday, February, 4, 15s 
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CALENDAR FOR APRIL. 
1. 4th Sunday in Lent. 22. Easter Sunday. 
8. Sih Sunday in Lent. ' 23. Easter Monday. 
1h. Palm Sunday. 24 Easter Tuesday. 
16 to ZI incluvive, Passion week. 25. St. Mark. 
29. Geod Friday. p>. Ist Sunday after Easter. 
21. Easier Eve. 
<p fs Om 


ERRATUM. [ey rrqurst.] 4 ae 
In the printed Journal of th Convention, for the year 1832, page 30, tor 
figures in a parenthesis, “(or 617 50)” read (or $463 124.) 











